The Building of Character

outline is to be definitely recognized in the Outer
Court, although not to be filled in in detail, and
however lowly may be the achievements of the pres-
ent they are none the less the definite foundations
on which the glorious achievements of the future
are to be based. And 1 say this thus explicitly, al-
though it be a repetition, because it was suggested
to me that in making so wide a scope for the Outer
Court, in tracing so vast an outline, it might come
on some of my hearers with a sense of discourage-
ment if not of despair; so that it is well that all
should understand that while the beginnings are
traced they may still be only the beginnings, and
that after the threshold is crossed, there are still
many lives in front in which these beginnings may
be carried to fulfilment, and this plan of the archi-
tect server as basis for the finished edifice. Taking
then that as a thing to be understood, let meremind
you of the building of the character, which is to be
a distinct and a positive building which this candi-
date in the Outer Court will set before himself ; we
have seen already that he is to have been in past
lives a virtuous and a religious man, that is, that he
will have already realized that nothing of absolute
vice must have its place in him, that nothing of evil
must be permitted to remain ; that if any seed of
vice remain, it must at once be flung without, that
if any tendencies towards positive evil are still
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